
15Chapter 1  •  An Introduction to Crime and the Criminal Justice System

there is no victim in these crimes, others disagree. For example, drug use may increase rates 
of burglary as users attempt to gain more resources to continue their habit. Prostitution may 
increase violence because these women and men are frequently assaulted as a result of their 
status. Prostitution also may be directly responsible for the trafficking of minors, as meet-
ing the demand of clients (criminal offenders) requires the control of younger and younger  
people forced into the sex trade. Gambling may lead to financial ruin, requiring families to be 
supported through governmental programs. Are these really victimless crimes?

White-Collar Crimes
As noted, when people think about criminals and the criminal justice system, they 

tend to focus on street or property crimes and how law enforcement, courts, and correc-
tions handle them. Rarely do people envision white-collar crimes, which affect far more 
people than street or property crime. Edwin Sutherland, in his presidential address to the 
American Sociological Society (ASS), first recognized white-collar crime as a serious problem 
in 1939.18 (The name of this organization was later changed to the American Sociological 
Association [ASA] to avoid the embarrassing acronym.) Sutherland described white-collar 
crime as a “crime committed by a person of respectability and high social status in the 
course of his occupation.”19 White-collar crime is ill defined, but generally conceived of 
as lying, cheating, and stealing by occupational, corporate, and government professionals 
using a wide range of frauds. While there is no consensus, the following are often described 
as white-collar crime:
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Figure 1.4  n  Count of Violent and Property Crime in the United States, 2012

Source: Adapted from Tables 1 and 3  in Criminal Victimization 2012. Jennifer L. Truman, Lynn Langton, and Michael Planty. 
October 2013. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.

white-collar crime: 
Sutherland described 

white-collar crime as a 
“crime committed by a 

person of respectability and 
high social status in the 

course of his occupation.” 

Do you find it surprising that there are far fewer violent crimes than property crimes in the United States? 
What may influence people to believe that violent crime is so much more common?

•	 bribery	 •	 violations of public trust

•	 securities fraud	 •	 medical fraud

•	 Ponzi schemes	 •	 insider trading

•	 mortgage fraud	 •	 price fixing

•	 misuse of pension funds	 •	 toxic dumping

•	 bank fraud	 •	 fiduciary fraud

•	 unsafe products	 •	 religious fraud
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